
secondary septicemia or secondary pyemia. When, on the
one hand, signs of grave infection, with tendency to pyemia,
repeated chills, etc., exist, and, on the other hand, the uterus,
still enlarged, presents, upon examination of the lochia col¬
lected directly from its cavity, colonies of streptococci, it
would seem that the best thing to do is to intervene without
delay, by means of either vaginal hysterectomy or abdominal
hysterectomy. The latter route will be chosen in cases in
which there is a phlebitis of the veins supplying the uterus
and ovaries; in cases in which the infection has spread beyond
the pelvis toward the abdominal peritoneum, and when signs
of peritoneal reaction appear in addition to signs of general
infection.
Dr. Anderodias, associate professor of the School of Medi¬

cine of Bordeaux, spoke of the analogy that exists between a
war wound and a uterine lesion, and endorsed the use of
Carrel's method of intermittent irrigation by means of a

rubber urethral sound. Of 152 infected women who were
thus treated, 133 were cured in from two to eight days.
Dr. Bourcart of Geneva said that in the case of failure or

inconstancy of the ordinary means, it is well to try to
increase the natural defenses of the organism and particularly
the antitoxic functions of the liver. He holds that insuf¬
ficiency of the liver is due, above all, to circulatory insuf¬
ficiency in the organ, and to improve the circulation he
advises the daily application, for twenty or thirty minutes, of
a light manual vibratory massage of the region of the liver
and that patients be given exercises in deep breathing.

RADIUM THERAPY

Prof. J.-L. Faure believes that the time is not yet come
when we can pass a definitive judgment on the treatment of
fibromas with radium. A surgeon who loves his art should
make a real effort to remain impartial in debates on the ques¬
tion, in which all sorts of ideas and the most conflicting
opinions are heard. Faure thinks that a great number of
patients, more especially those who are suffering from hemor-
rhagic fibromas of moderate size, should be treated with
radium. These are the patients who will be most benefited
by such treatment, and it should be recommended to them,
and, since there are many such, representing as they do per¬
haps the majority of patients with fibromas requiring treat¬
ment, an important field is thus opened to radium therapy.
There are also other patients for whom this treatment should
be endorsed ; namely, those who seem too weak to undergo
so radical an operation as abdominal hysterectomy. Although,
when it is properly performed and no particular operative
difficulties occur, abdominal hysterectomy requires only a

quarter of an hour and causes the loss of only a few drops
of blood, it is nevertheless a trying operation for exhausted,
bloodless and obese patients; especially the last mentioned,
as is well known, do not bear abdominal operations well, and
such operations are also more difficult to perform on them
than on others. The majority of other patients should be
operated on.
Dr. Hartmann, professor of clinical surgery in the medical

department of the University of Paris, submitted a report on
radium therapy as applied to cancer of the cervix uteri and
of the body of the uterus. From this report it appears that
cancer of the uterus is the type of malignant growth that has
benefited most from the introduction of radium therapy into
surgical therapeutics. For frankly inoperable cancers the
use of radium therapy and its superiority to palliative treat¬
ment are unquestionable. It arrests bloody or other dis¬
charges, reduces the pain, cicatrizes ulcérations, seems to
check, for a while at least, the progress of the disease, and
brings about a manifest improvement in the general condi¬
tion of the patient. Should we combine intra-abdominal
radium therapy or deep roentgenotherapy with vaginal appli-

cations ? This question has been a subject for investigation,
of late, and we can now assert that by these various treat¬
ments—if not cures—at least unexpected ameliorations have
been realized in cases that were previously considered
incurable.
Dr. Koenig of Geneva spoke, in his report, on radium

therapy as applied to hemorrhagic metritis apart from cancer

and uterine fibromas. He does not regard radium therapy
as a panacea for uterine hemorrhage any more than he does
a curet. Within the narrow limits of these indications, we
can already affirm that radium is a sure and prompt hemo¬
static for all uterine hemorrhages not due to cancer, to
fibroma, to neoplasia or to inflammations of the adnexa. It
is harmless as applied to women 40 years of age or more, in
whom the interruption of menstruation, while it may not be
absolutely desirable, does not cause serious disturbances. In
such cases it is the preferred treatment and may be used
without hesitation to the exclusion of all other gynecologic
methods: With respect to younger women, in whom it is
important to preserve the normal function of the ovary,
radium therapy, until such time as the technic of radium
application shall permit a more exact gradation of dosage,
will remain contraindicated unless all ordinary gynecologic
methods of treatment have failed. The presence of adnexitis,
if acute, is an absolute contraindication to radium therapy in
any form, and if it is chronic, intra-uterine radium therapy
is contraindicated.

BELGIUM
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Liege, Oct. 19, 1921.
Measures Against Dissemination of Transmissible Diseases
The minister of the interior has directed the attention of

the physicians on whom rests the important duty of super-
vising the fulfilment of sanitary measures to the following
points : 1. In all frank or suspicious cases of transmissible
diseases; more especially, pulmonary tuberculosis, typhoid
fever, smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, dysentery, cholera
morbus, so-called epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis, puer-
peral fever, syphilis, gonorrhea, etc., in which the services of
health officers have been solicited, they should promptly insti-
tute, in conjunction with the necessary treatment, all indi-
cated prophylactic measures and see that they are carried
out, in order to prevent contagion and the dissemination of
infectious organisms. 2. They should suggest, and if need
be, take personally the necessary steps to insure the effective
isolation of patients. The persons with whom patients come
in contact should be given the necessary instructions to insure
the efficacy of these measures. 3. They should report all
cases to the chief health officer of their province, in accor¬
dance with the instructions contained in the royal edict of
Feb. 13, 1915. 4. They should encourage bactériologie or
biologic diagnosis in all suspicious cases but, more especially,
cases of typhoid fever, diphtheria, dysentery, pulmonary
tuberculosis, venereal diseases, cancer, etc. 5. They should
attend regularly to the disinfection of patients and, if need
be, of nurses, utensils, rooms, etc., during the course of the
disease and see to the final disinfection at the termination
of the disease. 6. They should instruct the patients and their
friends and attendants in the precautions to be taken to
prevent dissemination of certain diseases (typhoid fever,
diphtheria, etc.) by bacillus carriers.

Education of Abnormal Children
Dr. Decroly recently submitted an interesting report on

the aid to be given to abnormal children and to those in
general who cannot take advantage of the ordinary educa¬
tional institutions. In the same manner that we now lend
assistance in grave and pronounced cases—to the deaf, the

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a Simon Fraser University User  on 06/13/2015



blind, the insane and the sick—so likewise, in accordance
with the principle of public instruction—let us say, compul¬
sory education—we should instruct and educate the other
categories of children who cannot take advantage of the
ordinary schools and who constitute an obstacle to the good
functioning of the school. The problem raises four essential
questions: I. What children should be considered as need¬
ing a new regimen or special instruction? (1) Those who
on entering school are declared, after observation and exam¬
ination by competent persons, to be unfit to follow ordinary
courses of instruction and who also constitute an obstacle
or a frank and continual menace to their comrades; (2)
those who are found, while attending school and after previ¬
ous examination by competent persons, to be in the same

condition as those previously mentioned, and (3) those who,
on account of sickness, irregular attendance, apart from all
disturbances of sensory, mental or motor functions, are at
least two years behind in their studies. Dr. Decroly recom¬
mends the creation of classes in which these abnormal chil¬
dren can be fully educated and demands at least one school
in every rural commune, that will serve several communes,
accommodating both boarding and day pupils. Before the
children are assigned to classes, they will be subjected to a

very careful examination, which will take into account the
information obtained by looking up antecedents and school
and family reactions, the environment in which the child has
been reared, physical examination and the application of tests
enabling the authorities to secure data on the sensory, intel¬
lectual, emotional and motor state. This system, which ought
to become general in Belgium, exists already in certain cen¬

ters, especially in the province of Brabant, where provincial
institutes and a medicopedagogic clinic have been established.

Compulsory Physical Education in Belgium
Monsieur Destrée, minister of science and art, among

whose functions public instruction and consequently physical
education are also included, has introduced a bill providing
for compulsory physical education in all educational institu¬
tions under government supervision or subsidized by the state.
Young men not attending any educational institution are

directed to register for physical instruction with certain
authorized societies. The bill provides also for a council on
physical education, in connection with the ministry of science
and art, with the duty of giving advice, either on request of
the minister or voluntarily, on all questions pertaining to

physical instruction, and especially in matters concerning
courses and methods, the preparation to be required of
instructors and special training courses for physical directors.
The council is also empowered to promote any enterprise
that will contribute to the development of physical education,
to favor private undertakings and to render opinions on the
qualifications of societies for physical instruction. In addi¬
tion, communes of more than 5,000 inhabitants are obliged to
install and to maintain at least a playground and a gymna¬
sium, accessible to all children in the public schools, as well
as to members of recognized societies. A swimming pool
will also be established whenever possible. Communes may
make use of private equipment if it fulfils the required con¬

ditions mentioned above. Several communes may also, if
necessary, combine and use one establishment in common.

Shipment of Radium from the United States
On August 19, one gram (more exactly, 1.17 gm.) of

radium, carefully packed and triply sealed in twenty small
tubes, arrived in Belgium from the United States, via London.
It was recently purchased by the Belgian Red Cross Society
and is intended for use in the hospitals of the country. This
gram of radium cost the Red Cross 900,000 francs. When
the radium shall have been transferred into special tubes—

this operation being done in Paris by specialists—it will be
sent back to Brussels and will be kept at the Red Cross Insti¬
tute, where it will be at the disposal of patients. A certain
well known practitioner, who has employed t'adium exten¬
sively in his private practice and is especially competent in
the use of it, will doubtless be appointed to take charge of
this special branch of service. ' All patients, irrespective of
their economic status, may hereafter enjoy the benefit of
radium therapy. Available funds in the hands of the Red
Cross permitted the immediate purchase of the radium,
whereas, if it had been left to the government or to any
hospital service, several years would doubtless have elapsed
before the purchase could have been made. Moreover, it
would never have been placed at the disposal of all patients
throughout Belgium, as will be the case now that it is under
the control of the Red Cross Institute.

VIENNA
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Oct. 15, 1921.
Damages Claimed by the Donor of Blood in a

Case of Transfusion
Some time ago, the supreme court of justice was called

on to decide as to the validity of a claim for damages, which
a young girl was said to have sustained by the act of giving
blood for a transfusion without her consent being asked. It
appeared that the girl, a primipara, aged 18, was an inmate
of the first gynecologic clinic, awaiting there the delivery of
her child. She was called one night into the operating
theater, and a quantity of blood said to have amounted to half
a pint (236 c.c.) was taken from her arm vein. She did
not remonstrate at that time. Later on she was told that
she had done an invaluable service to the clinic by giving
her blood to transfuse it into a very ill woman, at that time
a patient at the clinic, and a small sum of money was given
to her. The girl now claimed that since that time she had
decidedly lost in health, had become weakly and anemic, and
could no more make up for the loss of the blood. After
protracted hearings—the action took more than a year—the
ordinary court decided that the girl had not been wronged
and that her complaints were not due to the loss of blood, as
alleged. The clinical physicians, in a rider, were criticized
for not having told beforehand to the girl that she would
have to act as donor. The court of appeal consented to that
judgment, and put it down as a rule that, transfusion being
a recognized method of treatment, its use should not be dis¬
continued as long as healthy blood was available to save a
life, and the donor was not put to considerable disadvantage
or did not distinctly refuse to give his (or her) blood. The
legal proceedings of that case were watched with great
interest by the profession because an important question was
at stake.
Government Promotion of Graduate Medical Instruction

for Country Practitioners
For about a year, regular courses, lasting from one to two

weeks, and comprising the most important subjects necessary
for the country practitioner in order to keep up his scientific
standard, have been organized by the ministry of health for
such men as apply for it. These classes are held four times
a year, either in Vienna or in one of the capital towns of the
provinces, where a large hospital enables the lecturers to
show the practical side of the classes as well. Only a nom¬
inal fee is charged, and a large percentage of. the members
of such classes find free board and lodgings at the cost of
the state in the hospitals or in hotels. Physicians are eligible
to these classes only through the agency of their respective
medical boards, and cannot apply more often than once every
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